


FRIENDS, 
I first set foot on Duke's campus in the winter of 
2014, as the Duke Campus Farm was crafting its 
very first strategic plan. Even as a virtual stranger, 
the energy of that two-day planning retreat showed 
me in no uncertain terms that the DCF community 
was dedicated, passionate, and ready to roll up its 
collective sleeves. 

Almost five years later, we're proud to say that our 
soils are starting to heal from centuries of hard use, 
and we're looking beyond ecological repair to 
reflect on what we can do to address the social and 
cultural losses this land has seen. We've touched 
thousands of students, fed hundreds of CSA 
members, graduated our first four-year student 
crew member, garnered a faculty position affiliated 
with the farm, and helped to launch a new food 
studies pilot program - Duke Immerse "Imagining 
the Future of Food." 

Immerse gave us an innovative structure to 
integrate the farm into academic curricula in 
powerful new ways, to build a learning community 
in the classroom that mirrors the one Leslie 
Wolverton, our new field education manager, has 
been fostering with our student farm crew out in 
the field, and to take the transdisciplinary 
approaches needed to help students, and the rest 
of us, fully understand the challenges our food 
system is facing. 

Now we're ready to take another big leap - we're 
digging into our next five-year strategic plan, one 
that will include expansion to a site closer to 
campus in the upcoming years. With your support, 
we'll continue to find new spaces and new ways for 
catalyzing positive change in the food system. 

Keep growing, 

~ 
SASKIA CORNES 
Program Director, Duke Campus Farm 



ON THE FA'2M 
In 2018 we grew thousands of pounds 

of produce for our Community 
Supported Agriculture (CSA) 

membership, Duke Dining, and campus 
events. DCF's first climate-controlled 

structure - a heated propagation house -
works with our passively heated high 
tunnel to expand our production and 

educational possibilities. Infrastructure 
projects on the horizon include a 

commercial walk-in refrigerator and 
upgrades to our wash-and-pack 

operation. 

In May 2018, Leslie Wolverton joined our 
team as Field Education Manager. In 

DCF's third full time position, Leslie 
oversees our 10-member student farm 
crew and works with them to execute a 

crop plan for our CSA and wholesale 
clients. Leslie's agronomy degree from 

Mississippi State and her experience 
building and managing farms across the 

South make her exceptionally 
well-suited to catalyze agroecological 

and human activity of all kinds. 



900 
sq. ft of seedling tray 

space in our new 
heated propagation 

house 





In Fall 2018, Program Director Saskia Cornes co-directed 
"Imagining the Future of Food", a four-course deep dive into 
the challenges and opportunities of our current food 
system. 

This new Dukelmmerse program brought a learning cohort 
of eleven undergraduates together with a core faculty team 
- Dr. Cornes (Franklin Humanities Institute}, Dr. Luciana 
Fellin (Romance Studies}, Dr. Dalia Patino-Echeverri 
(Environmental Engineering}, and Dr. Chantal Reid 

(Env. Science and Policy). Through four academic courses, a 
two-week immersion at the Duke Campus Farm, site visits 
in Northern California and eastern North Carolina, students 
sought answers to a seemingly simple question: in the 
context of climate change and a growing global population, 
what is the future of food? 

Learn more about the program's inaugural semester at 
farm.duke.edu. 

https://farm.duke.edu


"I have been thinking a lot about how to reconcile sustainability with 
equity and affordability in our food system. What we pay for food isn't 
its true cost. The program has raised a lot of questions for me about 
how we can construct a food system where everyone has a right to 
healthy and sustainable food, not just those who can pay more for it. 
For me, the best thing about Dukelmmerse has been the experiential 
learning aspect and the way it naturally leads to self-reflection. This has 
been my favorite semester at Duke so far." 

Annie Roberts, TC '21 (pictured top right pg. 6) 

"Dukelmmerse has allowed me to pursue a non-traditional course of study 
precisely in line with my academic passion: food studies. The program has 
validated that my passion is a worthy and important academic pursuit. 
Experiential learning taught me lessons that will remain with me far longer 
than many lessons I have learned in classrooms. Having integrated 
knowledge across several academic disciplines, I have started to develop a 
well-rounded understanding of food systems. I now have the knowledge 
base plus a network of teachers and peers from whom I can draw support 
as I navigate my work moving forward." 

Sierra Winters, TC '21 (pictured bottom right pg. 6) 







FACING THE ANTHJ20POCENE 
In collaboration with the Luce Foundation and the Kenan 
Institute for Ethics, DCF hosted two graduate students 
through the 'Facing the Anthropocene' project. Our two 
inaugural Luce Farm Fellows worked alongside DCF staff 
and investigated the history of land use on the Farm. 
Chelsea Clifford, PhD, NSOE '18 applied her GIS and 
translational science skills to overlay mapped landscapes 
with primary documents including the Couch family archive, 
historical farm deeds and inventory, handwritten 
correspondence, and the material culture of enslaved 
communities. 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 
The farm continues its partnership with the Duke 
University School of Medicine's Root Causes: an 
ambitious, student-led food distribution program in 
its second year of operation. Medical students offer 
food security screenings at the Duke Outpatient 
Clinic, matching food-insecure patients with 
shelf-stable and fresh groceries - some gleaned from 
DCF fields - that suit their nutritional needs, taste 
preferences, and cooking/preparation capacities. 

We continue to host open Community Workdays, a 
staple of the weekly farm schedule since our 201 O 
inception. In 2018, nearly 1,000 students, staff, faculty 
and community members joined us on Thursday and 
Sunday afternoons. Every first Sunday of the month, 
the Durham County Beekeepers' Association 
showcases its DCF-based club apiary during a public 
educational hive inspection. 





ro 
30 

scholars attended Dr. Cornes' 
talk "Milton's Manuring: Eden, 

Eve, Enclosure, Epic" 
presented at the Franklin 

Humanities lnstitute's tgiFHI 
series 





STAFF 
Saskia Cornes 
Leslie Wolverton 
Emily McGinty 
Luke Howerter (May '16 -'18) 

INSTITUTIONAL PAl2TNEl2S 
Sustainable Duke 
Office of the Executive Vice President 
Office of the Provost 
Franklin Humanities Institute 

STUDENT FAl2M Cl2EW 
May Benben '18 
Harrison Branner 
Alex Bressler '18 
Julia Donheiser 
Pauline Grieb 
Aedan Hannon 
Nathalie Kauz '18 
Henry Kohn 
Bella Letourneau 
Michael Marsack 
Emily McNamara 
Eudora Miao 
Julia Myhre '18 
Paul Noah 
Lauren Scott 
Sara Snyder '18 
Emma Stein 
Brett Stonecipher 
Teddy Transou 
Rachel Wall 

BOAl2D OF ADVISOl2S 
Brenda Brodie 
Kelly Brownell 
Charlotte Clark 
Michelle Nowlin 
Jedediah Purdy (outgoing) 
Chantal Reid 
Dan Richter 
Casey Roe 
Charlie Thompson 
Wood Turner 
Daniel Vermeer (outgoing) 
Sarah Zoubek 

IN-KIND SUPPOl2T Fl2OM= 
Carolina Friends School 
Carolyn Van Meter 
Catherine Cross Tzintzos 
Duke Forest 
Duke OLLI 
Durham County Beekeepers Association 
Frog Pond Farm 
Funny Girl Farm 
Gretchen and Michael Morrissey 
Kathy Merritt+ Family 
Richard Copsey 
Peter and Martha Klopfer 
Red's Quality Acre 
Duke Mycology Lab 

FOUNDATION SUPPOl2T 
Devonwood Foundation 






